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BUILDERS FOR 100 YEARS 


G.E. Prince and Son Ltd. is proud to celebrate its centenary in 
1986. Through a hundred years and four generations of a family firm, 
it has steadily expanded its business, undertaking an increasingly 
wide range of building contracts throughout and beyond 
Hampshire, greatly extending its activities from the beginnings 
firmly laid in Southampton by its founder a century ago. 

“Prince George builder” was the entry іп а local directory of 1891, 
when omission of commas seemed to elevate him to regal rank. 
Although modesty deters us from pressing punning advantage to 
claim pre-eminence as the “Prince of Builders”, everyone 
associated with the firm must be conscious of the deservedly high 
reputation it has gained over the years for quality of workmanship 
and painstaking attention to the detailed requirements of clients 
and their architects. 


The history of a firm like G.E. Prince and Son Ltd. is the product 
of many minds and hands, at all levels of management, 
administration and building craftsmanship. The lives devoted to 
the firm by members of the Prince family are complemented by 
those of many employees who have given “long and loyal service” 
far exceeding conventional platitude. All who have worked for and 
with Prince's have a share in the firm's achievements and 
present-day standing. 

To name some and not others would be invidious and 
unjustified. Memories are unavoidably selective and perhaps not 
always reliable; documentation is unfortunately patchy and 
deficient — partly on account of war-time destruction, also as a 
result of fire damage caused by intruders into the office block in 
1966. 

In its first half-century Prince’s building contracts included many 
houses and business premises, not now identifiable but helping to 
form the Southampton townscape in various ways — some surviving, 
others now vanished. 

During its second fifty years the firm has undertaken so many 
diverse projects that only a few can be mentioned or illustrated in 
this booklet. A small selection must serve to exemplify the range of 
work carried out by a firm which cherishes the repute it has earned 
over the past hundred years. 

Now, proud of its past and looking confidently to the future, G.E. 
Prince and Son Ltd. can print “Builders for 100 Years” on its 
notepaper and begin its second century of service. 





Family History 


The firm's present chairman and managing director, Stephen С. 
Prince, has researched his family history back to the seventeenth century 
and documented several successive bearers of the name George Prince, 
living at Witchampton in Dorset. 

Earlier relationships involving large families and their various branches 
are now difficult to reconstruct but the line is clear from George Prince 
(1723-80) and his son, another George Prince (1746-1827). Of the 
latter's eight children, the youngest, born in 1783, was a son, christened 
George; his 1804 marriage to Hannah Best at Witchampton was blessed 
with nine children, the name George being given, as usual, to their eldest 
son (1808-1885). Baptismal records give the father's occupation as mason, 
while George Prince junior, who married Elizabeth Cutler at Hinton 
Martel in 1833, was described as a bricklayer in the Witchampton parish 
register recording the baptism in 1835 of the first of their six children, 
named George Edward Prince. 

He and his parents were still living at Witchampton when the census of 
1841 was taken but a few years later George Prince left the village where 
his forebears had been so long established and sought wider opportunities 
at Winchester. The 1851 census noted him, then 42, living there with his 
family and combining the occupations of bricklayer, lime burner and beer 
retailer at the New Inn in Staple Gardens. 

His 16-years-old son was following in father's footsteps as a bricklayer 
but his brother Edward, two years his junior, was striking out on a new line 
as an apprentice silversmith and jeweller. By 1857 he had his own 
watchmaker's business in Southampton, whither his family moved from 
Winchester four years before. 

From 1853 (when G.E. Prince married Charlotte Eggs) the bricklaying 
Princes were. listed in Southampton directories, successively at Lower Back 
of the Walls, Northam and Newtown (near Weston), until 1869-71 when 
they were recorded at Netley — perhaps working on additions to the Royal 
Victoria Hospital? The 1871 census noted G.E. Prince at Netley Green, a 
“jobbing bricklayer’, 35 years old, with three teenage children; the eldest, 
another George Edward Prince (1853-1923), was described as 
“bricklayer's boy”. 





From 1874 to 1880 his father was listed in directories at various 
addresses in Kingsland, Orchard Lane, briefly at Pear Tree Green, then at 
St. James Street. During this period he, his father and his son all seem to 
have worked for some time as bricklayers for Joseph Bull and Sons, the big 
Southampton firm then undertaking its largest contract building the Law 
Courts in the Strand — an eight year project completed in 1882. 

Meanwhile, by a conveyance dated the last day of 1879, George Prince 
acquired from Levi Button (another prominent local builder, who became 
mayor of Southampton in 1894) a building plot, part of the old Bevois 
Mount estate in Mordaunt Road on the corner with Castle Street, on which 
he undertook to erect four houses. Most of the work on building these 
houses was presumably done by his son, G.E. Prince. 

George Prince spent his last years at 8 Mordaunt Road, where his wife 
died in 1881; he followed her to the grave in 1885, aged 77. His son 
inherited his father's property; he was listed in the rate book the following 
year as owner of four houses in Mordaunt Road, one in Castle Street (then 
occupied by his brother Albert, also a bricklayer) and 46 Bevois Street, 
where he himself then lived. 

In the days when houses were readily available to rent on short leases, 
the Princes were not unusual in making several changes of address in a 
decade. Directory entries for “George Prince” (only “gentry” were usually 
accorded more than one forename or initial) obscure the identities of three 
generations of the bricklaying family living in Victorian Southampton and 
are unhelpful in distinguishing between the elder George Edward Prince 
and his son of the same name. 

The latter (1853-1923) was living at 66 Orchard Lane at the time of 
his marriage in 1876 to Ann Renyard Stride, a Southampton girl whose 
parents had earlier moved from the New Forest to work as milkmen and 
dairymen. The couple made their first home at 8 Winchester Street, 
Kingsland, where the eldest of their six children was born in 1877. He was 
christened George Edward Henry Prince — given a third Christian name to 
distinguish him from his father and grandfather, taking Henry from his 
mother’s family side. 











The Founder 





The founder, George Edward Prince (1853-1923) 


С.Е. Prince (1853-1923) must be credited with founding the family firm now 
celebrating its centenary. As a young man he probably worked with his 
father (who died about 1899) but in his early thirties he moved from the 
ranks of bricklayers to establish himself as a builder. His transition from 
craftsman to contractor was doubtless gradual and not to be precisely 
dated. 

In the 1890s his advertisements stated “established 1883” but the 
adoption of this date may have reflected an understandable desire to 
extend his firm’s period of existence to impress potential customers with 
its stability. The Southampton directory of 1883 still listed him asa 
bricklayer, while in 1884 the description was expanded to “carpenter and 
bricklayer’, at 8 Mordaunt Road. Not until 1886 was he listed for the first 
time as a builder — at newly erected 11 Shotterville Terrace in Avenue 
Road. 

The road was then being built up, its houses bearing a miscellany of 
individual and terrace names, until they were all numbered in sequence in 
1887, when 11 Shotterville Terrace was designated 113 Avenue Road. 

G.E. Prince was involved in building a terrace of twelve houses, on the 
north side of the road towards Portswood. The source of the unusual name 
Shotterville is not now known. The uniform frontage was amended to suit 
his purposes, for still to be seen today is the wide, high, semi-circular 
arched entrance, with large double doors, inserted between numbers 111 
and 113 to provide horse and cart access to the builder's yard and 
workshop behind the house, forming a T-shaped area across the bottom of 
the gardens. 
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The entrance to the firm’s first building yard behind 113 Avenue Road 


С.Е. Prince doubtless faced problems of “cash flow” in his early years as 
a builder. He was assisted by his wife Ann, who had a good head for 
business and kept the books for him, besides investing in a sewing 
machine and undertaking work on it to supplement the family income. 
Prince evidently prospered and in the 1891 directory he was classified as 
“builder and contractor’, at 113 Avenue Road and 46 Bevois Street. The 
latter premises, on the corner with Clifford Street, have disappeared 
through redevelopment. They were given up after 1892 when С.Е. Prince 
acquired “the messuages or dwelling houses and premises Nos. 24 and 25 
Chapel Road” — for £310 plus continuation of a previous mortgage on them 
for £200 at 5%. 

The firm thus secured its long-familiar address, still the headquarters of 
the business which has been a landmark in the Chapel area for over ninety 
years. The close-knit community of pre-war Chapel has been broken up by 
bombing and redevelopment, which has changed the face of most of the 
area, but the long-lasting presence of G.E. Prince and Son Ltd. provides an 
almost unique element of continuity from Victorian times to the present. 

These premises have, of course, been more than once adapted and 
extended ~ including acquisition of No. 21 Chapel Road in 1930 (for £110) 
and adjoining properties later. Appropriately, the latest reconstruction 
and improvement of office and works facilities at Chapel Road has been 
completed іп the firm’s centenary year. 
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The headquarters of G.E. Prince and Son Ltd. at 24-25 Chapel Road, before and after reconstruction 
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The 1895 Southampton directory was the first to carry a half-page 
advertisement for G.E. Prince, by then firmly established at 24 & 25 Chapel 
Road, “(Late of 46 Bevois Street)”. 

Around an engraving of a large and impressive three-storey building in 
course of erection (presumably a printers’ “stock” block rather than a 
representation of any contract he had actually undertaken) the text 
announced “С.Е. Prince — Builder and Contractor: Painting, Plumbing, 
Carpentering & Paperhanging: Special attention given to Sanitary Work: 
Estimates given for General Repairs.” 

The advertisement was repeated in the next edition, for 1897, with the 
significant alteration of the firm’s title to “С.Е. Prince & Son” – the family 
firm had entered its second generation; it is now in its fourth. 








Through Four Generations 


The founder is now a somewhat shadowy figure, recalled by only a few 
of the family, retired employees and former Chapel residents as “Old 
George” — а tall, bearded figure, still upright, kindly but with something of 
a “Prussian” appearance. 

In his sixties he handed management of the business to his son, G.E.H. 
Prince (“Young George”), but up to his death he still helped out in various 
ways at Chapel Road. 

The “Old George” calling in on Monday afternoons to pick up the rents 
the firm's properties in Chapel and Northam (collected іп the morning by 
the accountant, Ernest Lanham) is remembered by Charles Naylor — who 
joined Prince's in 1922 as an office junior at ten shillings (50р) a week, 
advanced to 12s.6d. in 1924 when he started his five-year apprenticeship: 
on account of his age he got more than the usual 7s.9d. i.e. an eighth of the 
adult “mechancial” rate at that time. 

Ernest Lanham, who joined the firm in 1919 on his return from serving in 
World War I, was the son-in-law of G.E. Prince, having married his daughter 
Eliza in 1907. Both were killed by enemy action in November 1940. Their 
daughter Freda Lanham became a teacher, later headmistress of 
Swaythling and Glen Eyre Girls Schools. 

G.E. Prince was connected with Holy Trinity church, North Front, 
Kingsland. He is remembered as holding tea parties for choirboys and 
parishioners at his home, | 13 Avenue Road — to which he retired in 1919, 
having previously lived “over the shop” at 24-25 Chapel Road. He died in 
June 1923, aged 69; his funeral service was held at Holy Trinity and he was 
buried in the Old Cemetery off Hill Lane. His wife Ann lived on at 113 
Avenue Road until her death in 1930. 


G.E.H. Prince (1877-1962) was actively associated with the same church 
for most of his long life, singing in the choir for fifty years and serving as 
secretary of the Parochial Church Council for nearly twenty. 

He and his wife, Ada Ramshaw, whom he married in 1903, were 
christened, confirmed and married there. They were fellow pupils at the 
Sunday school and church day school in New Road and then teachers at 
Holy Trinity and Winton Street mission hall Sunday schools for many 
years. 


They celebrated their golden wedding on September 30, 1953 by 
inviting thirty other couples married for 50 years or more to share their 
party at the Royal Hotel, Southampton. 

“Young George” began part-time work at the age of 10, earning 15.24. 
(6p) a week doing an early morning milk round. His parents (“a wonderful 
father and mother to whom І owe everything”) ensured that he put his 
earnings into the Post Office Savings Bank. 

He left school at 13 to enter his father’s business, gaining practical 
experience by working his way up from his start as a bricklayer’s mate. For 
six years he attended evening classes at the old Hartley Institute to obtain 


City and Guilds honours certificates in building construction and practical 
decorating. He enjoyed practising his craft skills, particularly his expertise 
in glass cutting. 

In the 1920s he used a motorbike to get around the town visiting works 
in hand. When he had occasion to go to London he left it outside the 
Central Station — whence juniors like Charlie Naylor had the job of 
collecting it and pushing it back to Chapel Road. 

Having lived “over the shop” there and at 15 Exmoor Road for many 
years, G.E.H. Prince moved his family home in 1926 to 10 Russell Place, 
Portswood, building there one of the first four houses in that new 
residential road. 

His son, Norman Alfred Prince, born in 1906 at 15 Exmoor Road (the 
house was blitzed іп World War II and afterwards rebuilt by Prince’s) did 
his initial training as a carpenter and joiner, then gained experience in site 
supervision and management. In his twenties he joined his father asa 
partner, along with his brother George Ronald Prince (1904-81) – although 
the latter made his career in insurance rather than with the family building 
firm. The fourth partner was Е.А. Lanham, the firm’s accountant and 
financial expert. Norman Prince became managing director in 1941, when 
the firm was incorporated as a private limited liability company, in which 
all shares were held by members of the family, and at this time A.FJ. 
Satterley, the estimator/surveyor, was appointed director. 


In the 1930s G.E.H. Prince gradually withdrew from business life and 
devoted much of his time and energies to public service but in his sixties 
he returned to help out during wartime emergencies — in such diverse 
capacities as storeman, buyer and lorry driver! 

His last years were saddened by the loss of his wife in 1958. He died in 
February 1962, aged 84, in Mombassa, on a visit with his son Norman to 
see his grandson Stephen, then in Kenya. 


Meanwhile, another generation was preparing to continue the firm’s 
expanding business. Stephen George Prince, eldest son of N.A. Prince, 
trained at Brixton School of Building and qualified for professional 
membership of the Chartered Institute of Building. After working and 
travelling in Europe and Africa, he returned to Southampton in 1962, 
joined his father and later became a director. On the latter’s retirement in 
1971 he became managing director: he is now chairman. 


His younger brother Brian Norman Prince studied for professional 
qualifications as a quantity surveyor through Southampton College of 
Technology. From 1964 he worked for major contractors in London in 
various capacities — surveyor, site co-ordinator, planner and estimator, on 
a range of projects including refurbishment as well as new housing and 
office block developments. He returned to Southampton in 1970 to join 
his father and brother as a director of the firm, in the management team 
that included the company secretary, Ray Bundy, who had joined the firm 
in 1944 and is still actively involved as director/secretary. 


Brian Prince now works at Andover, running the branch of the firm 
resulting from its acquisition in 1984 of C. Grace and Sons. 


Three generations of builders 


George Edward Henry Prince 
(1877-1962) 





Norman Alfred Prince (1906-) 
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Stephen George Prince (1938-) Brian Norman Prince (1941-) 





Public Service 





G.E.H. Prince was an energetic man, who made time for public service 
as well as running his expanding business. 

He was active in local Conservative politics in St. Магу'ѕ ward from 1900 
and represented Portswood on the Borough Council from 1930 to 1945. His 
standing is indicated by the fact that he became Sheriff after only six years 
as a councillor and was Mayor in 1937-38. The highlights of his mayoral 
year were a visit to Prague at the invitation of his counterpart there and 
the opening of the Sports Centre by the Duke and Duchess of Kent. 
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Councillor G.E.H. Prince and Mrs. Prince, as mayor and mayoress, entertaining ladies of the 
family. The Echo photographer seems to have arrived at the end of the tea party! 


From 1938 until 1945 he was chairman of the council's Air Raid 
Precautions committee, responsible for establishing nearly a hundred 
warden’s posts throughout the borough. His wartime service was 
recognised by award of the O.B.E. As a councillor he was a leading member 
of the Works, Housing and Town Planning committees, always assiduous in 
his attendances — which during the war years numbered over 200 meetings 
a year, an outstanding record. 

He involved himself with many voluntary activities — including Masonic 
and charitable societies and the Chamber of Commerce — and also made 
his contributions on the local sporting scene. In his youth he played 


football for St. Mary’s FC, fore-runner of Southampton FC, which he served 
as a director for twenty years from 1938, accompanying the team on 
several overseas tours. He was also president of Southampton Wednesday 
Cricket Club and a keen supporter of Hampshire CCC. President of 
Banister Park Bowling Club in 1935, he was an active member of the club 
for nearly forty years, still enjoying a game in his eighties. 

His son Norman Prince likewise led a full and active life. In the Twenties 
he was a keen motor-cyclist, turning in the Thirties to motor racing and 
trials, including appearances at Brooklands. Later he became prominent in 
Stoneham Golf Club, its Captain in 1959. Like his father and grandfather, 
he was active in Masonic and friendly society affairs. From 1956 he served 
as aJ.P., becoming chairman of the Monday bench and of the Licensing 
committee; he was also a tax commissioner. 


Of the next generation, Stephen Prince has enjoyed a range of sports 
and recreations, including rugby and squash with the Trojans Sports Club, 
of which he was a committee member for 18 years and chairman in 
1978-80, and others such as tennis, sailing and winter sports. He has also 
found time to be active in Southampton Chamber of Commerce and 
Rotary Club, as well as the local association of the Building Employers 
Confederation. 

Brian Prince played rugby for Trojans and Hampstead and is now 
involved in mini-rugby coaching, cricket and golf. Like his father, he 
participated in motor racing, at most British circuits in the mid-Sixties. He 
likewise plays his part in the affairs of B.E.C. and Rotary; he was a founder 
member of Southampton Magna Rotary Club in 1981. He made a 
distinctive contribution to the local amenity society, the City of 
Southampton Society (formerly called Southampton Civic Trust), serving 
оп its committee for ten years from 1974 and as chairman in 1979-81. 

Despite their business commitments and other activities, both brothers 
still find time to enjoy family life with their wives and children! 


Presidential Hat-Trick 


G.E.H. Prince took an active part in building trade affairs, representing 
his fellow employers at regional level and serving as President of the 
Southampton and District Association of the National Federation of 
Building Trade Employers in 1922-23. 


His son N.A. Prince was elected to the same office in 1942 and 1961 and 
his grandson S.G. Prince was installed in the same chair in 1976, thus 
marking up a notable three-generation “hat trick”. This was the first of its 
kind in nearly ninety years of the Southampton branch of what is now the 
Building Employers Confederation but it is no longer unique, having been 
matched by the Brazier family in 1980. Brian Prince continues the family 
sequence as B.E.C. President in 1986, the firm's centenary year. 





Mr. N.A. Prince receives the Mayor (Alderman Mrs. G. Barker, J.P.) and Mayoress (Mrs. В. 
Martin) at the Association's annual dinner in November 1961 (courtesy Southern Evening Echo). 





Mr. S.G. Prince is installed as President in January 1976 — receiving the chain of office from the 
outgoing President, Mr. B. Thomas (courtesy Southern Evening Echo). 


Nostalgia ... 
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Chapel Road, here depicted from a postcard of pre-World War I vintage, 
was the main shopping street of the Chapel area. Most of its 
neighbourhood streets were destroyed by bombing in 1940 and the old 
Chapel community was broken up and dispersed. Post-war 
redevelopment has almost totally changed the nature and appearance of 
this part of Southampton — but Prince’s continues to thrive on the site it 
has occupied since 1892. 

Chapel was then mainly a dockland area, the home of seamen and 
workers in the nearby wharves, docks and shipyards. G.E. Prince and Son 
(who came to own some properties in the area) were on hand to supply 
house-proud local people with small quantities of timber, paint, glass and 
putty for essential minor maintenance — including making good the 
unfortunate consequences of ball games played in the streets! 

An Oral History project recently gathered the memories of old-time 
Chapel residents and provided material for 1985 exhibitions at the Art 
Gallery and Tudor House Museum, which aroused much nostalgic interest. 
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THE TUDOR TOUCH ... 


Built by G.E. Prince and Son in 1929, Tudor Buildings provide a 
distinctive feature of the Above Bar/Junction townscape. Solidly 
constructed, surviving the blitz, they must rank as an above-average 
example of inter-war mock-Tudor, more convincing than most of their kind. 
Attention to detail and verisimilitude is highlighted by the authentic 
Tudor motifs carved on the timbers by C.H. Meadows. 





Tudor Buildings (1929) 
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Work at Tudor House 


Tudor House is really Tudor! This early sixteenth century town house, 
incorporating parts of previous medieval buildings, was rescued from 
decay by Mr. W.F.G. Spranger, who restored it around 1900 and sold it in 
1911 (for much less than it cost him) to the Corporation, which opened it 
the following year as Southampton’s first museum. 


To maintain and strengthen this much-visited historic building, a major 
programme of conservation and refurbishment has become necessary. 
Prince and Son are pleased and proud that the City of Southampton 
entrusted them with the first phase of this complex project. 


Work on a building of this age and form presented some unusual 
problems, not least handling large beams longer than its width! Cutting 
tenons and joints in oak beams over 300 mm square was no job for 
faint-hearted carpenters — but a taxing challenge to craftsmen skilled with 
their tools and prepared to sharpen and re-set them several times a day. 
In the reconstruction at Tudor House, only limited use was made of 
mechanical tools; traditional methods were generally adopted. Although 
some modern materials and techniques were employed to obtain better 
and stronger fixings and for insulation purposes, plastering, for example, 
reverted to the old-time use of animal hair in the render coats. 


Director Brian Prince, who took a close personal interest in this unusual 
contract, is warm in his praise of the quality of craftsmen able and willing 
to devote their time and skills to such demanding work; he also 
acknowledges how fortunate the firm is to have on its staff extremely 
competent foremen and contract managers who put in many extra hours 
on this time-consuming but satisfying project. 


“A fascinating job” is his description of the first phase of rehabilitation 
work at Tudor House, which has already revealed hitherto hidden features 
of the building and helped to clarify aspects of its complex architectural 
history. Prince & Son are pleased to have undertaken this contract and 
hope that with the knowledge and experience thus gained they may be 
entrusted with further work on Tudor House. 


Prince & Son are happy to have had the chance to show that quality 
craftsmanship is still very much in evidence today ... just as it was when 
the firm was founded a century ago. 


NEW LEASES OF LIFE ... 


In recent years G.E. Prince and Son Ltd. have applied their expertise to 
an increasing number of schemes for refurbishing and adapting old 
buildings, preserving their historic features and extending their 
usefulness. 

An attractive example is the complete restoration, with extensions, of 
an eighteenth century building to provide a modern town house at 20 St. 
John’s Road, Winchester (pictured here). Others include the conversion of 





part of an old coach house at Droxford Manor House into living 
accommodation and the transformation of the seventeenth century 
“Butchers Arms” at Nether Wallop into a four-bedroom residence. 

In Southampton, the firm has for many years owned Bevois Mansions, a 
terrace of five Victorian houses, which since 1975 it has renovated and 
adapted as flats. Repairs and renovations at St. Joseph's presbytery, 49 
Bugle Street, included some exacting re-detailing of windows and main 
doorway. Another “listed” building, 16 Brunswick Place, was refurbished as 
offices in 1979. Prince’s also undertook the conversion of part of the former 
Ordnance Survey buildings into Official Receiver's offices (1975) and 
adaptation of the nurses’ home in Archers Road as offices for the Social 
Services department of Hampshire County Council (1982). 

Of particular significance for the firm was the work carried out in 1979 at 
South Western House (reconstruction of part of the roof, fire safety 
measures, repairs and redecoration) because director Brian Prince was 
largely responsible, through the City of Southampton Society, for getting 
“listed” status accorded to this massively impressive former “grand hotel.” 

Prince's involvement in renovation and adaptation projects embraces 
schemes of all kinds – large and small, complicated and straightforward, in 
both town and country locations. 


CHURCHES ... 


The firm was responsible for adding the tower and spire to St. Mary's, 
Southampton in 1913-14. The Prince family was actively involved in the 
pageant play of Tudor Southampton presented over ten days in June 1914 
to raise funds for the completion of this project. G.E. Prince and others 
took parts in it, while G.E.H. Prince was one of the organising committee 
and directed erection of the temporary grandstand by voluntary workers; 
the firm lent horses and carts for this and other purposes. 

The first church built by G.E. Prince and Son was that of St. Alban the 
Martyr — a noteworthy feature of Burgess Road. 

In 1933 the parish could not finance the whole scheme as originally 
intended, so the church had to be left temporarily unfinished at the West 
end until sufficient money was available to complete it. In the event, this 
was not raised until 1980 – when Prince's had the satisfaction of finishing 
the job! 

The Prince family has had close involvement with this church. Norman 
Prince was married there in 1937 and in 1964 he, his brother G.R. Prince 
and others of the family gave it four statues (the Virgin Mary, St. Alban, St. 
George and St. Agnes) carved by Dr. Kathleen Parbury, as a memorial to 
their parents, the late Mr. G.E.H. Prince and his wife Ada. 

Other churches built by Prince's аге St. Winifred’s at Testwood (1937), 
St. Francis of Assisi at Eastleigh (1956), St. Peter's, Maybush (1958) and All 
Saints, Redbridge (1964). The firm has also undertaken extensions to 
various other churches and built several vicarages. 

G.E. Prince and Son were responsible for extensions to the 
Southampton premises of both Y.W.C.A. and Y.M.C.A. in 1953-54 — a new 
wing at the Y.W.C.A. opened by Princess Margaret and the post-war 
rebuilding of the Y.M.C.A. to reinstate the original Herbert Collins scheme 
of 1927. 





The first church built by С.Е. Prince and Son was that of St. Alban the Martyr – а noteworthy 
feature of Burgess Road. 


EDUCATION ... 


In 1925-27 G.E. Prince and Son were engaged in extending the Convent 
High School building at The Avenue, Southampton — now part of La Sainte 
Union College. 

In 1954 Southampton corporation accepted the firm's tender for 
building Wimpson Infants School at Millbrook — £56,505 for nine 
classrooms, halls and ancillary accommodation. 

For King Edward VI School, Prince's built a new Science block in 1962. 
They returned in 1985-86 to make another extension to provide a Craft, 
Design and Technology Centre. 

In 1968-70 the firm undertook two large contracts at Fareham, building 
Bishopfield Boys School and the Technical College (a £500,000 project). 


This е body of men worked at Winton House School, Winchester, in 1923- 24, doi good а 


King 
Edward УІ School, 
Southampton 
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SPORT AND RECREATION ... 


Sports pavilions built by Prince’s range from one in 1930 at Wessex 
Lane for the then University College to another in 1960 for the British 
Transport Docks Board at Stoneham Lane. 

In 1971 the firm built new club premises for the Eastney Cruising 
Association, Portsmouth. More recently (1984), Prince and Son were 
responsible for remodelling the dining rooms and bars at the Coronation 
Holiday Centre, Hayling Island. 


HEALTH AND WELFARE ... 


Among pre-war contracts undertaken by G.E. Prince and Son was the 
building of new wards at the Royal South Hants Hospital — officially 
opened on July 5, 1929 by Prince George, Duke of Kent, Patron of the 
hospital. 

Post-war contracts have included the Pathological Department of the 
General Hospital (1962) and the Wessex Bodyscanner buildings in 1983. 
Others were additions to Coldeast Hospital, Sarisbury Green (a £253,000 
project in 1963-65) and remodelling residential accommodation at 
Tatchbury Mount Hospital (1985, £300,000). Prince’s also built a home for 
frail elderly people at Calmore, for Hampshire County Council in 1972-74 
and reinstated the Medical Sciences building of the University of 
Southampton after fire damage in 1982. 


BANKS ... 


In the 1970s G.E. Prince and Son carried out several schemes of 
extensions and alterations for Lloyds Bank. These included new facilities 
for the Overseas Branch (a noteworthy feature of Southampton’s High 
Street) and work at branches in Portswood, Woolston and Chandlers Ford. 

The extensions at Woolston (a £225,000 contract in 1979-80) involved 
adding an additional storey and blending it successfully with the original 
pre-war frontage in neo-Georgian style. 








Lloyds Bank, Woolston Branch 





Overseas Branch, Lloyds Bank, High Street, Southampton 


PUBLIC HOUSES ... 


In 1927-39 G.E. Prince and Son built several public houses in 
Southampton. Among them is the Angel Inn in Palmerston Road (1927), 
which the firm extended and improved in 1978 (pictured here). Others 
included the Bell and Crown in Melbourne Street; the Park Inn at the 
Junction; The Griffin, Anglesea Road, Shirley; the Plume of Feathers at 
Kingsland and the Winning Post at Pear Tree. 

Licensed premises have not bulked so large in the firm's expanding · 
post-war activities but they include the Unicorn at Northam and the Fighting 
Cocks at Millbrook (1968). Prince’s were also responsible for the restaurant 
at the Arundel Centre Inn and for alterations and renovations at the 
Pensioners Arms, Carlton Place (1981-82). 





COMMUNICATIONS ... 


G.E. Prince and Son Ltd. have a long history as railway contractors, 
undertaking many civil engineering and building projects for British Rail 
and its predecessors. 

Post-war contracts include Southampton Airport Station (1960) and the 
booking hall at Southampton Central Station (Down side) in 1979-80 
(pictured here). 

The firm was also responsible for fitting out the Data Input Centre at 
Overline House; machine shop buildings at Redbridge (1970) and 
engineering works and extensions to the signalling facilities at Eastleigh 
(1980-81). 

Among the firm’s contracts for Southampton corporation have been the 
Transport Depot at Portswood (1960) and the toll plaza for the Itchen 


Bridge in 1976-77 (illustrated overleaf) 
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INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE ... 


After the war G.E. Prince and Son Ltd. owned the Baltic Wharf at Marine 
Parade for some years but later sold it to Hall and Co., builders’ 
merchants, whose new offices and store the firm built there in 1958. 

Prince's have carried out many factory and office developments. 
Examples of these diverse works are the pre-war offices and depot for 
Blue Circle Cement Co. at Marine Parade; the Calor Gas plant and offices 
at Millbrook in the 1950s and the reactor building for Borden UK at 
Baddesley in 1977-78. 

Since 1979 Prince’s have undertaken a substantial phased programme 
of works for the West Portway Industrial Development estate at Andover. 

The firm has made numerous contributions to the Southampton retail 
scene — exemplified by shops at Hanover Buildings in 1946-47; in Above 
Bar in the 1950s; at Queensway in 1963; a supermarket for Tesco at Shirley 
in 1966: and shops and offices at Newman Street, Shirley in 1974-75 
(pictured here). 

The list need not be extended, nor does space allow mention of many 
other works illustrating the wide variety of contracts carried out by G.E. 
Prince and Son Ltd. 

Two more examples of their diversity must suffice – modernisation of 
soldiers’ married quarters at Peninsula Road, Winchester (1971) and 
conversion of buildings at Portsmouth Dockyard to provide a computer 
suite (1972). 





YESTERDAY, TODAY AND 
TOMORROW ... 


The fortunes of the building industry have always turned on the state of 
the national economy, influenced by local factors. 

G.E. Prince & Son were well placed to take advantage of opportunities 
in the early post-war years, when the country was re-establishing its 
economy and Southampton was rebuilding after the ravages of bombing. 
With plenty of business then available in and around Southampton, the 
company expanded to take its share of this market. 

In the Sixties, significant increases in public spending offered further 
opportunities and the company continued to prosper within the South as 
a growth area. In the early Seventies, however, a rapidly expanding 
economy, with enormous investment in land and property, produced 
serious shortages of labour and materials for the building industry but this 
“over-heating” was abruptly ended by the oil crisis. Despite the 
difficulties of this period, the company was able to achieve considerable 
expansion and success. 

Although the post-war years were punctuated by periods of recession, 
mostly short, the concept of an ever-expanding economy was ended by 
the oil crisis, which heralded changes in the climate and pattern for the 
building industry. These highlighted several persistent and partly 
inter-related factors — loss of colonial empire, trading markets and export 
business, rising public expenditure and rapid inflation, leading to 
deepening and continuing recession and increasing unemployment. 

The development of new technology, fostered by space research and 
advances in computer sciences, has proved something of a double-edged 
sword, providing new opportunities but replacing men by machines in the 
traditional industries. The effects of the “technological revolution” were 
worsened by the slowness of those in positions of power and influence to 
adapt and re-direct the nation’s manpower resources into new industries 
applying the new technology, so that Britain lagged behind its competitors 
in other countries. 

The past ten years have seen an unsettled and changing building 
industry, with a very low growth rate, due to lack of public and private 
investment and damagingly acute competition, as a surplus of resources 
for construction faces the limited amount of work available. 

During this period, G.E. Prince and Son Ltd., like other firms of its kind, 
has had to work harder for its livelihood. Business has centred less on new 
construction and more on renewal and renovation of existing buildings – а 
trend to which the firm readily adapted. At the same time, new industrial 
and commercial accommodation was in demand and the company turned 
its attention to development work meeting this need. These two areas are 
important sources of business but contract work remains the mainstay of 
the firm’s activities. 

Fortunately, G.E. Prince and Son have been able to maintain a 
satisfactory level of overall growth but the firm has had to take account of 
other trends resulting from present economic circumstances — the erosion 
of business at the upper end of the building market by major contractors 
moving downards to seek smaller jobs to maintain their turnover (even at 
the expense of profitability) and smaller firms, with lower overheads, 
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taking on bigger contracts at the lower end of the market. 

One means by which С.Е. Prince and Son has extended its business 
recently was the acquisition іп 1984 of another building company – С. 
Grace and Sons of Andover. This is a similar type of business operating at 
the fringe of the parent company’s area and in every way complementary 
to it. 

C. Grace and Sons can boast an even longer history than Prince's, having 
been run by the same family for most of the years since its establishment 
in 1875. The business continues to trade under its original name, as a 
wholly-owned subsidiary, under the direction of Brian Prince. 

With its extended interests and under the direction of members of the 
fourth generation of the founding family, whose roots in the building trade 
go back at least to the 18th Century and probably beyond, G.E. Prince and 
Son Ltd. now looks forward with confidence to its second century of steady 
growth and development. 

Its present directors wish to acknowledge with deep appreciation the 
great help and support it has received throughout its existence from all 
the professions, merchants, manufacturers and clients associated with it 
over the years and the valued contacts it has enjoyed with other building 
firms during the course of trading and through its links with the local 
association of the Building Employers Confederation. 

Finally, the firm’s centenary must be the occasion for grateful 
recognition of the vital contributions made by all the staff, craftsmen and 
operatives — past and present – who have served the company so ably and 
loyally — a few for 50 or more years, many others for upwards of 20, 30 and 
40 years. Many have long since left or retired but others will doubtless 
match their records of service in future, for Prince’s can take pride in the 
low rate of turnover of its employees. 

It would be invidious to name some and omit others but no business 
could survive a century without the splendid service of many such people. 
This centenary booklet is dedicated to them all. 


STEPHEN G. PRINCE 
Chairman of Directors 


Southampton Sotonians and Friends - Archives 
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Г would like to record within the pages of this booklet, my thanks to Alan Leonard who did 
most of the work in compiling and arranging the text and format prior to printing. He has 
produced a most readable account of a provincial family business with added comments of 


local social interest. 
Also I would like to express my thanks to Freda Lanham whose recollections spanned 


four generations and filled in many vital gaps. 
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S G Prince 
July 1986 
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